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Joachim Radkau, Nature and
Power. A Global History of the
Environment. (Cambridge, New
York et al: Cambridge University
Press, 2008)
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Max Weber. Die Leidenschaft
des Denkens. (Munchen: Carl
Hanser Verlag, 2005)

Max Weber. A Biography.
(Cambridge, UK, Malden, USA:
Polity Press, 2009)
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Impulses of a very different
kind came from my work on a
larger study of Max Weber’s highly
ambivalent relationship to nature.
While Weber possessed a keen
appreciation for the natural
foundations of history, he was a
vigorous opponent of “naturalism”
in the social sciences - to be
precise: of speculative and poorly
thought-through naturalism.
Engaging the ideas of Max Weber
is therefore one of the hardest
exercises one can imagine for a
modern environmental historian,
but Weber also offers a global
environmental history a wealth of
impulses to which the worldwide
“Max Weber industry” has paid no
attention. Perhaps most
importantly, wrestling with Weber
made me more keenly aware than
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ever before that for a historian,
“nature” always means also human
nature. There is a natura prima,
which is unchangeable and shared
by all humanity, and a natura
secunda, which is subject to
historical change, while never
entirely breaking away from the
first nature. This theoretical
foundation of my environmental
history, which | had initially
absorbed more instinctively than
consciously, along with all the
consequences flowing from it, has
become much clearer to me
recently, in part also through the
German-American conference
“Turning Points in Environmental
History” that | organized jointly with
the German Historical Institute
(Washington, D.C.) in Bielefeld in
June 2005.
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. One could conclude from
this that it would be best to leave
each cultural microcosm its
ecological niche, in such a way
that the greatest possible number
of those living there feel
comfortable in it. (Eng. ed., 27)
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... That environment is “good”
that makes possible many small
worlds, worlds that are as much
psychological as ecological
entities. “Environmental science
[Umweltlehre] is a kind of
externalized psychology
[Seelenkunde],” Uexkdill wrote.
Environmental history is also a
history of mentalities - the
mentalities that become
humanity’s second nature. (Eng.
ed., 27
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A successful environmental
policy therefore requires new kinds
of government. (Eng. ed., 298)
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“Government” without bureaucratic
apparatus. (Eng. ed., 309)
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A worldwide environmental
government that is truly effective
cannot assume the form of a
gigantic global bureaucracy.
Rather, one should imagine it more
like a “government” in the sense of
the institutional economy: as a
group of the simplest possible
rules whose rationale every
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intelligent person in the world can
understand. (Eng. ed., 309)
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We can conclude from this that
the chance for a global environ-
mental government does exist, at
least on issues that clearly touch
on questions of human survival.
(Eng. ed., 309)
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It is strange that “nature in
man” was more of an everyday
theme a hundred, two hundred
years ago than it is today, in the
supposedly “ecological age.”
Environmental history should
remember this old theme. It will
become history on a grand scale
only if it succeeds in grasping the
“nature in humanity” in its historical
changes, as well as in its biological
and suprabhistorical elements.
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Environmental history is also a
history of mentalities - the
mentalities that become
humanity’s second nature.

In this regard, environmental
history can be grounded in a
philosophy of the ecological niche:
the niche created by nature, but
also the niche created by humans.
It is ecological niches that ensure
the diversity of nature, but also of
human culture and of happiness.
This is the foundation of the nature
philosophies of the garden, the
hedge, the dry stonewall. There is
good reason why the human love

of nature often found its highest
bliss in gardening. (Eng. ed., 27)
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